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March 1903. Greenwich Photographs of Comet Perrme. 313 


Multiples of the Period. 
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Hove: 1903 March 4. 


Observations of Comet b 1902 ( Perrine ), from Photographs taken 
at the Boyal Observatory , Greenwich . 

(Communicated hy the Astronomer Boyal.) 

The following table of Right Ascensions and Declinations of 
Comet b 1902 are, with the exception of those on September 6, 
12, and 13, obtained from photographs with the 30-inch reflector. 
That on September 6 was taken with the astrographic equatorial, 
and those on September 12 and 13 with the 26-inch refractor. 
Owing to the rapid motion of the comet it was desirable to 
obtain photographs with shorter exposures than these instruments 
required, and accordingly from September 16 .the reflector was 
used. 

The number of exposures on each plate was in most cases 
four. The four images of the comet were measured in direct 
and reversed positions of the plate by Mr. Davidson and Mr. 
Melotte. Eight reference stars . were measured, two of the 
images being measured direct and reversed by Mr. Davidson, 
and the other two by Mr. Melotte. 

The catalogues of the Astronomische Gesellschdft were used for 
the positions of the reference stars, which were usually chosen so 
that their mean position should be near the centre of the plate. 
The stars were generally chosen between the limits 6 and 22 of 
the r^seau, i.e. within 40' from the central r^seau lines, which 
are numbered 14. 

The right ascensions and declinations of the comet given in 
the table are corrected for the part of the aberration which 
arises from the motion of the Earth, but not for the part arising 
from the movement of the comet itself. The corrections for 
parallax have not been applied. 
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Greenwich Photographs of Comet Perrine. lxiii. 5, 


Right Ascensions and Pectinations of Comet h 1902 ( Perrine ), from Photographs 
taken with the 30 -inch Reflector and the 26-inch Refractor of the Thompson 
Equatorial and with the Astrographic Equatorial, 

Parallax. 
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March 1903. Greenwich Photographs of Comets. 
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Note on Photographs of Comet d 1902 ( Giacobini ) taken with the 
30-inch Reflector at the Royal Observatory , Greenwich. 

(Communicated by the Astronomer Royal,') 

Photographs of this comet have been obtained on 18 nights 
between January 15 and March 11. Till February 2 the telescope 
was guided on a star and the comet allowed to trail, but from 
February 16 the telescope was guided mechanically to allow for 
the motion of the comet. 

' The following list of photographs taken is supplementary to 
that in the Monthly Notices , vol. lxiii. No. 3. 
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Note on Photographs of Comet a 1903 ( Giacobini) taken with the 
30-inch Reflector at the Royal Observatory , Greenwich, 

{Communicated by the Astronomer Royal.) 

Photographs of this comet have been obtained on 14 nights. 
The telescope was made to follow the stars so that the images of 
the comet are small trails. 

The comet has increased in brightness very fast, and on 
March r 1 had the appearance of a 4th magnitude star. 

The following list gives the photographs taken to the present 
time. 
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